
     THE MENTAL HEALTH ASSOCIATION OF NASSAU COUNTY  
                                                  SALUTES THE 
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          KEYNOTE SPEAKER: LIEUTENANT COLONEL SCOTT RUTTER (R et) 

 During Operation Iraqi Freedom LTC Rutter commanded the 2nd Battalion, 7th Infantry which 
assaulted and secured Baghdad Airport in a daring maneuver. For his actions LTC Rutter was awarded the Silver Star. 
He has been described by the media as someone who “likes to get close to the fight, so close that his soldiers sometimes 
worry about his safety”. LTC Rutter lives in New York, and is also a highly respected advocate for veterans. 
 

                                                                          AWARDS 

 ED AULMAN (Nassau County Veterans Service Agency) 
Ed Aulman is the Director of the Nassau County Veterans Service Agency. He is a Marine Corps veteran who served as a 
Platoon Commander in Vietnam with the 1st Marine Division. Ed chairs the “Outreach” Workgroup  for the Veterans 
Health Alliance. 
 

 WALTER SCHMIDT (Town of Oyster Bay) 
Walter Schmidt is the Veterans Services Officer for the Town of Oyster Bay. He served 3 tours in Vietnam from 1967 – 
1969 as a “Brown Water, Mekong Delta, River Rat”. His exposure to Agent Orange has caused him to become a 
tetraplegic, with only partial use of his right hand and arm. Despite being in a wheelchair, Walter continues to work 5 
days a week serving veterans.  
 

GAYLENE PANDOLFO (New York State Office of Mental Health) 
Gaylene Panfolfo is a Program Specialist and the Veterans Liason for the New York State Office of Mental Health Long 
Island Field Office. She chairs the “Program and Training” Workgroup for the Veterans Health Alliance. She is the sister 
of a Marine Corps Iraqi veteran.  As an expert in trauma recovery, she has trained over 200 Long Island mental health 
providers to more effectively treat combat related Post Traumatic Stress Disorder. 
 

 ROSEN FAMILY WELLNESS CENTER (North Shore – LIJ Health System) 
 The Rosen Family Wellness Center offers free counseling to veterans of Operation Enduring Freedom (Afghanistan) 
Operation Iraqi Freedom, as well as their families. They have worked closely with military family groups, and have even 
offered support to their deployed clients via e-mail. 


